


























H.Q.405-C=7338
(Records-C)

ARMY

Mr, Walter Coates,
Box 35,

Bury, Compton Co,, Quebec,
Dear Sir:

I deeply regret to inform you that
your son, E.30154 Rifleman Russell Coates, gave
nis life in the Service of his Country at Honv

ﬂong. The official date of death has not yet
been reported,

e G Q A we hﬂ? e
received, your son uhﬂo wh ;' W af war,

”Ou.xay be a8 u¢ud

the Minister of National Defence
and the Members of the Army Council hsve asked
me tO0 express to you and your family their sincerse
sympathy 1ln your bereavement.

We pay tribute to the sacrifice
he so bravely made,

fours sincerely,
W.F.0. . L¥T60N

Maior - C& o3l
AdjLtard ~ C e eral

.JUL [ 1943

(H.F.G. Letson),
Ma jor-General,
Ad jJutant-Genersal.
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OC’R}O-‘)OI‘ 1815. 9 191]3:

Mr. Walter Coates,
Box 35,
Bury, Compton Co.,
Quebec,

Dear Sir: 1
You will, no doubt, have observed from press
notices that a second batch of mall has recently reached
Canade from the Far East consisting of 962 letters, nearly
all from Canadian Army personnel who were prisoners of war
in Hong Kong. These letters have beéen censored and are now

s )
in course of distribution.

Included in this mail is the enclosed letter

addressed to you by your son, E.3%0154 Rifleman Russell Coates,
who was previously offieially reported by the Tokyo Govermment

to have died of illness while a prisoner of war at long Kong,
Action has been taken through the Department of the Secre tary

of State to obtain the date of death.
not as yet been reported.

Thig infTormation has

| L,etters recently arrived are nearly all dated
ags far back as the summer of 1942 and have been a very long
Janedo. As the date of your son's death

time on their way to Ca:
the Tokyo Government, 1t must

has not yet been confirmed by the
hat his death occurred subsequent to the summer

be assumed Tl
of 1942,
In forrarding this letter from your son, I am

to express the sincere hope it may be of some comfort to you
in vour bereavemendt. |

\

B = To d-wa19 "7 <7
yours truly,

514

[ ~Colonel,

U Direcector of Records,
for Adjutant-General,
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405-CI7?38 ~ Ottawa,
Re 4 \E
lat October, 1947,

Mr, Walter Coates,
Box 35,

Bury, -
compton Coe, PeQo

Jear ir, voates:

Information has just been received Irom
military authorities in the far East that the remains
of your son, E50154 Rifleman Rugsell Coates, have
now peen interred in grave 27, row A, plot 1, of
the Canadian Section in 38l Wan Military Cemetery,
Hong Konge This 18 a recognized military burial
ground which will recelve care and malintenance 11
perpstulty.

The grave will have been marked with a
temporary cross which will be replaced 1n due course
by a permanent headstone sultably inacribed. ‘hile
it cannot now be stated when this work ol permanent
commemoration will begin, before any action is taken
you will be communicated with and an opportunity will
be given you to submit a-short personal ianscription
of your own choice for engraving on the headstone,
Therefors, if you should change your address would
you be good enough to iniorm the undersigned,

Yours failthfully,

.
1:":' :4—.
> L V.
'y & &) /A
d 19 -k
| E'.' .f

Jirector,
war Se€rvice




E. 50154
R. 4 (B)

CERTIFICATE OF DEATH

THIS IS TO CERTIFY that according to information
received at the Department of National Defence from
the overseas authorities, No. E.30154, Rifleman
Russell COATES, of the Royal Rifles of Canada,
Canadian Army, died on the 5th of November, 1942

whilst a prisoner of war at Hong Kong.

(H-ET. eTﬁCkSOIl) Ltn"'COll 9
for Adjutant-General.

Officer authorized to sien certificates
of death and/or presumption of death for
the Canadian Army.

Department of National Defence,
OTTAWA , Canada,
ord December, 1949,
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