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Mre GePe Burns,

715 Champagneur Ave,.,
Outrenont 8,
Hontreal, Quebec.

Dear Nre Durns:

I wish to acknowledge your letlter of recent date

-
~— -.L
coneerning your son, Flying OUfficer U= rald Charles Burns.

s indeed regretted that dov;L 28 the continued
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Uomaitiee ﬂdviqed,thﬁt Pilot Officer MacDougall, Sergeant Bedard
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The eivilian porulation of these arcas is being
contacted by Radio, rress and Proclamations through the warious
civie authorities and eentralize, through this service, any in=-
formation or conerete evidence they may have about Alr rorce
personnel or crashed aircraft. dimilar instruetions have been
issued to all vYervice personnel engaged in thoge areas and you
may rest assured that immedlately any further word of your son
is received you will be at once advised,

llay I agaln extend to.you and the members of your
family my sincere sympathy in the loss of your gallant son.

Yours sincerely,

--:'I-l- H: © :'.PL o ‘I. o GQ Ellf."i_]'l}jf ':.)ff
L0 /1 for Chief of the Air &
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ire UePe Burns,

71::} :h-fmtp&. E:_Il{f’-ur ﬁ“ﬂ'@ 9
Outremont 8,
Montreal, (Quebec.

Dear Mre Burnss

informetion has now been obtained from cape
tured German documents which gives additionel particulars
concerning the death and plage of burial of your son, Flye

ing Officer Gerald Charles Bumms, of which it was felt you
would wish to be adviseds

Acoording to these documents, the alrcrei't of
which your son was & member of the crsew crashed at 2:00 Al
on April 28rd, 1984, on the Weter Tower at lMersenich, which
is epproximately 4 miles North Pest of Duren, Germany, after
having been shot down by an enemy fighter, They further state
that the entire crew with the exception of Flight Sergeant
Morris, a Royal Air Force member of your son's crew, lost their
lives and were buried on April 24th, 1944, in the right upper
corner of the Perish Cemetery at Rohrens Rohren is located ape
proximately 18 miles South Fast of Aschen, Germanye

be agsured thaet the Missing Research and bne

quiry Units and the Graves Registration Units in thet area are *
doing evervthinz possible to secure further detalls concerning
the death and burial plece of your son and just as soon &8s word
is received, vou will be at once advised, However, I am sure
vou will recalize that in view of the vast number of enquiries
confronting these Enquiry Services, some time may elapse bedire
8 report is receiveds ; *

3 .t 2 " | R aus 2 aad B 3 1 ea & . " S i
ey I egain at this time extend to you and the meme
it ! o
\ J- 1

bers of vour family mv most sincere sympethy in the loss you have
sustained,
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OTTAWA, Canada, 13th August, 1945,
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E:rn G’GPG BUTI?B D

716 Champegneur Ave.,
Outremont 8,

Montreal, Quebec,

Deayr lir. Burns:

Our Overseas Headquerters have forwerded to
this office a statoment which has been made by Flight Sergeent Morris,
a Royal Air Force member of the crew with your son, Flying Officer
Gerald Charles Burns,

_ He states that their aircraft orashed eest of
Aachen, Germany and thet he was blown out of the aircraft. He was told
while in & hospitel near Aachen that all of his cerew members had lost
their lives but he heard no  further word of them after that. I realize

thet this information is very slight snd can be. of little help to you

but 1 thought you would wish to be advised of Flight Serreant Morris's
statement,

May 1 again extend to you and the members of
your family my deep sympathy in vour sorrow,

Yourg sincerely,
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R.C.A.F. A-81
25M-12-44 (4876)
H.Q. 885-A81

Ul DEPARTMENT OF NATIONAL DEFENCE

\
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NAVY AF;ML)’T% AIR FORCE . AIR

STATEMENT OF WAR SERVICE GRATUITY

.JECEASED El % Kj"
AEMBER'S :
NAME Gerald C. Burns REGISTER NO.
(CHRISTIAN NAMES) (SURNAME) 26244

FILE NO.

/

PAYEE Receiver General of Canada, pate 17 Dee/45

ADDRESS DirECtOI' of EStates, SERVICE NO. J.16496
Ottawa, Unt. FINAL RANK OR RATING £/0

DATE OF TERMINATION OF OVERSEAS SERVICE o0 HDT«/44 _ DATE OF DISCHARGE 28 Apr./44

A. TOTAL QUALIFYING SERVICE $

NO. OF DAYS 13281 EQUAL TO 42 COMPLETE PERIODS AT $7.50 515.00
0 .

B. QUALIFYING OVERSEAS SERVICE
NO. OF DAYS 984 LESS 2]- INELIGIBLE DAYS, EQUAL TO 965 DAYS (@ 25C. PER DAY

C. SUPPLEMENT FOR OVERSEAS SERVICE

DAILY RATES AT DISCHARGE

PAY 7 .00

SUBSISTENCE OR LODGING
AND PROVISION ALLOWANCE 1!?0

ADDITIONAL PAY

DEPENDENTS' ALLOWANCE 1/30 OF §

TOTAL B8.70 x7-=5%

NO. OF DAYE‘a___Qaﬁ_..* X9

183

¢

> WAR SERVICE GRATUITY

E. DEDUCTIONS OVERPAYMENT OF PAY AND ALLOWANCES %
DEPENDENTS' ALLOWANCE
AND ASSIGNED PAY §

OTHER DEDUCTIONS $

F. TOTAL AMOUNT PAYABLE

G. YOUR PORTION OF GRATUITY IS—

DEPENDENTS' ALLOWANCE IN ISSUE TO YOU $

TOTAL DEPENDENTS' ALLOWANCE IN ISSUE 9

-
>

CERTIFICATE | CERTIFY THAT THE AMOUNT HAS BEEN CORRECTLY COMPUTED AND/S PAYABLE IN ACCORDANCE WITH
THE TERMS OF THE WAR SERVICE GRANTS ACT, 1944 AND THE REGUL}ATIONS ISSUED THEREUNDER.
!
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AR MINIBTRY:
73=-77 Oxford St, London., W.l.

-«
CAN/JLO0496 /FL/CAS 5¢h June, 1944.

Dear Mlss Kennedy:

It is with deep regret that I must advise
you that Flying Officer G,0, Burng, was reported missging
after alr operations on the night of the 22nd/23rd April,

194

He was a member of the crew of an aircraft,
which took off for en attack on Dugsseldorf, snd falled to
return, No informetion has since been received concern=-
ing him, however, 1l can agssure you that enquiries are
cont lnuing through every aval lable scurce, and it is hoped
that better news may be forthcoming.

I am sorry foir the delgay in advising you
of this information, but it was only when & check was
being made of his personal effects, that your name was
found with the request that you be edvised should he
become & casualty.,

Please accept my sympathy with you in the
anx iety which this information nay cause you,

yours sincerely,

)

(A.B, Matthews) Wing Commander,
for alr Officer Commanding-in-Chief,
ReCellol' s OVErseas,
Miss R, Kennedy,
9 Holmgston Road,
Ayr, Scotland,
Ef..i-:j:’jj; Pa -




AL RN TIEN L85 R Y
N 73«77 Oxford St, London, W.,l,

CAN/J16496/P4/CA3 5th June, 1944

Dear kirs. Marr:

It 1s with deep regret that 1 must advise
you that Flying Officer G.C. Burns, was reported missing
after air operutions on the night of the 22nd/23rd April,

1944,

He was a member of the crew of an aircraft,
whick took off for an attack on Dusseldorf, and failed to
return, No information has since been recedved concern-
ing him, however, I can ssgsure you tanat oenguiries are cone-
tinuing through every aveilable source, and 1t is hoped
that betiter news iy be fortvhconming,

I am sorry for tie delay in advising you
of this information, but it was only when & check was
being made of his personal effects, that your name was
found with the request that you be adviged should he
become a casuslly.

Please accept my sympathy with you in the
anxiety which this informstion may cause you,

Yours sincerely,

(A.B. Matthews) Wing Commander,
for alr Officer Commanding-in-Chief,
RHoeGCehell s OVErseas,
Mrs., J. Marr,
53 ashgrove St.,
Ayr, Scotland,

BAF/PA































Helled o« LEADE

ESTATES BRANCH

OT'TAWA CANADA

March. 6, 1947,

F s

Mrs. Sarah A. Burns,
715 Champagneur Avenue,
Outremont, Quebec,

BURNS, Gerald Charles, T Deceased )
No. J.16496, R.C.AF,

vear Mrs. Burns:

One gold signed ring which belonged to your son and which
nas been received from Overseas will be forwarded to you within the
next few days in a parcel by registere We would appreciate
1&ving you complete the enclosed receipt form and return it to this
Branch after the parcel has reached you,

Your son's ring was found among German documents and was
Torwarded to our Overseas Headquarters by the Military authorities on
the Continent. It is regretted that no more definite informetion as
to where the ring was located, or under what circumstances, is avail-
able, '

The following two paragraphs mnay possibly explain the
reason why the Director of Estates is unable to give definite informa=-
tion concerning the r'inding of small articles of a personal nature
wihich are arriving at this office from time to time,

L

After the cessation of hostilities when the German armies
were surrendering and the Allied armies were taking over occupation of
Germany 4y conditions were chaotic, to say the least; when millions
of displaced persons of many countries had to be taken care of, and the
movement of Allied and enemy armies was constant, many small articles
of personal properiy were found, that had been worn or carried by Allied
personnel who had been missing, and later reported to have lost their
lives., Records that might indicate the date and place where these
articles were recovered were in most cases non existent and in the swift
passing of eventsy it was never possible to obtain any details of their
Trecoverye. /
The task of the Allied armies in the occupation of Germany
and the complexities ‘of succeeding difficulties were of such magnitude
that unfortunately it was not possible to direect the attention necessary
to secure relevant details, and as time went by these articles passed
through many hands, finally landing in ¥ngland, without the slightest
eclue as to how or where they were located. Presumably, they were recovered
by the Germans, at the site of sircraft crashes or removed bef'ovre burial.
The fact that they were being held would. indicate that it was the intention
of the Germans to convey them to the International Red Cross Committee at
Geneva, Switzerland, for transmission to the countries concerned.

Yours faithfully,
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