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HISTORY OF PRESENT CONDITION
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2. .
ANSWER IN FULL ALL APPLICABLE QUESTIONS .

STATEMENT of the Names, Ages and Addresses or Dates of Death, of all the relatives that the deceased ever
had in each of the degrees specified below:
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Date Taken: 5/Sept/48.
Certif'ied a true likeness of

R64946 W02 MacDefigld, BAW.
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MAIL OTTAWA, Canada, 28th June, 1946,

\

Mr, J¢ Ao MacDonald,
Woodstock,
New Brunswick,

Near Mr, Machonald:

It is my painful duty to confirm the information that
was conveyed in the three telegrams I recentdy despatched to you,
advising of the locating of the wreckage of the Liberator aire-
craft on which your son was proceecding from Gander to Dorval
October 20thy, 1943. I sincerely regret that at this time it
is not possible to convey to you many more details than were
contained 1n the telegrams, for the search party that had ex~
perienced great difficulty in reaching the site of the crash
ldentified the wreckage as that of the Liberator and determined
that 1t was not possible to make recoyery of identify any of the
occupants and then returned to the village of St, Donat, Quebec,
with their initial report which was conveyed to you in my tele=
gram of June 25th,

The wreckage was sighted by a Pilot who was engaged on
the search for a missing aircraft that had proceeded over that
area the day before and had failed to arrive at its destination,
He observed a glint of sunshine on a metal object and on further
investigation was able to determine that 1t was what remained of
an airecraft but could not identify it, He conveyed the location
to Headquerters and a search party was despatched immedliately,
but owing to the mountainous region, dense undergrowth and heavy
timber the search party was not able to locate the site, An
aircraft was then despatched to guide the search party irom the
air and @ffficulties encountered were so great that the site could
not be observed until within fifteen feet of it, In additlon, air
activities were hampered by weather conditions, The exact locatlon
is described as forty=six degrees sixteen minutes North, seventye
four degrees eighteen minutes West, on west side of twenty-flve
hundred foot mountain, It is approximately six miles from the
village of St. Donat, Quebec,
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The search party has again proceeded and is at present
at the scene of the crash where they will clear the areaas well

as possible and erect a cairn, Crosses are being made and will
be taken to the scene of the crash for ercction., These will be
individuval Crosses with the name, rank and date of death inscribed
thereon, The difficulty of transporting flowers has been carefully
conskdered, but tkenty-four roses will be taken to the site which
will represent one for each of the occupants of the airecraft., The
Memorial Burial Service wlll be held at the site of the crash on
Wednesday, July 3rd, 1946, at 2:30 P.,M, Fastern Daylight Time,
weather permittingj the area being quite ldable to be entirely
covered by cloud if it is not a clear day, Wing Commander R.M,
Frayem, Principal R,C.A.F. Protestant Chaplain and Wing Commander
L."s Costello, Principal R,C.A.F. Roman Catholic Chaplain, will
proceed to the site and will officiate at the service. A trumpeter
wlll also be present, Official R,C.A.F. photographers will secure
photographe which will be conveyed to you and complete reports

of the service will also be sent to you by the respective Chaplains.
During the service a Union Jack will be draped over the cairn. A
flag=pole will be erected if it is possible, behind the cairn.

A permanent brass plaque will be placed on the cairn at a later
date; 1t is not possible to hawe such a plaque manufactured and
rcady for the service,

The officer in charge of the search party states that it
1s beyond all doubt death was instantaneous to all occupants of
the aireraft, He also states that the sit& is quite inaccessible
and should only be undertaken by an experienced woodsman, Cone
glderable difficulty will be encountered in getting the officiating
party for the memorial serwlee to the site,

I realize that the anxiety and heartaches you have had to
endure these many months will not be lessened by anything conveyed
in this letter, but it is my sincere hope that you may derive some
measure of comfort from the knowledge that these gallant boys did
not suffer, for deathils merciful to the men who fly in the air,

May I express to you and the members of your family my
deepest sympathy, |

Yours sincerely,

Wing Cghmander,
R.,C.AF, Caspalties Officer,
for Chief off the Air Staff,
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asunding of the Reveille and the saluting of each of the twenty-
three Crosses, the oue Star of David and the Cairn by the three

Cheplains and the Officers present.

Ywo wresths were then placed at the foot of the Cairn as
a token of loving remembrance,

Be realize most intimately thet the belated discovery of

the uwrecked airecraft has broken open again the wounds of your
sorrow and lonelineass and all of us in the Royal Canadian Air Jorce

join with you in your grief,

We must all of us recognize, howsver, that whether here
or There, we are still in the Father's Hand and can look forward o
that day when we shall know one another and love oue anotier with a
knowledge and love that are eternal in Christ Jesus our Lord.

In the meantine, it is our prayer that the Heavenly Father
who gave His only and well beloved Son in sacrifice, even unto deata,
pay grant you & pesce that passeth all understanding and stre ngth for

the days ahead.

Very sgincerely yours,

(R.}, Frayne)¥/C
Prineipel Chaplain (P) RCAF,
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' QPARTMENT OEINATIONAL @BFENCE -
VY ARMY IR FORCE /N
» STATEMENT OF WAR SERVICE GRATUITY -

Rotert W, MacDonald /f "?S‘Z “f
REGISTER NO. ™
(CHRISTIAN NAMES) (SURNAME)

FILE NO. 26090
PAYE Receiver General of Canada, DATE 13 Oet/45
ADDRESS Director of Estates, SERVICE NO. d 07007

Ottawa, Ont, FINAL RANK OR RATING <0

DATE OF TERMINATION OF oVERSEAS service o0 0¢t/45 - DATE OF DISCHARG! 20 Oet /43
A. TOTAL QUALIFYING SERVICE g g

NO. OF DAYS ]3'3'53 EQUAL TO 58 COMPLETE PERIODS AT $7.50

285.00

B. QUALIFYING OVERSEAS SERVICE

NO. OF DAYS 832 LESS 15 INELIGIBLE DAYS, EQUAL TO 819 DAYS (@ 25C. PER DAY 204 75
@

C. SUPPLEMENT FOR OVERSEAS SERVICE

DAILY RATES AT DISCHARGE

s * 6.25

SUBSISTENCE OR LODGING
AND PROVISION ALLOWANCE

ADDITIONAL PAY

DEPENDENTS’ ALLOWANCE 1/30 OF $

TOTAL "

NO. OF DAYS_&S_Z

183

p. WAR SERVICE GRATUITY

E. DEDUCTIONS OVERPAYMENT OF PAY AND ALLOWANCES $
DEPENDENTS' ALLOWANCE
AND ASSIGNED PAY 9 -

OTHER DEDUCTIONS $

F. TOTAL AMOUNT PAYABLE

G. YOUR PORTION OF GRATUITY IS—

DEPENDENTS' ALLOWANCE IN ISSUE TO YOU $

TOTAL DEPENDENTS' ALLOWANCE IN ISSUE $

CERTIFICATE | CERTIFY THAT THE AMOUNT HAS BEEN CORRECTLY COMPUTED AND IS PAYABLE IN ACCORDANCE WITH
THE TERMS OF THE WAR SERVICE GRANTS ACT, 1944 AND THE REGULATIONS ISSUED THEREUND
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ROYAL CANADIAN AIR FORCE

Individual Record of Flying
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R.C.A.F. R. 45

{0M—8-40 (6622)
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Woodstoe k, NeN.

Aug. 8, 1940

To Whom It May Concerm

This is to certify that Robert MecDonald

has ¢ ompleted Grades 1X and X ( with the exception of Algebra)

of the course prescribed for High Sd hools in the Province of

New Brunswicke | )

: |
CU
-~ .--- r- | r-_ [ .

Acting Princ ipal

Woodstoe k High School
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