











FOR FRENCH TRANSLATION

J85372 (DPC)

OTTAWA, Cenada, 22nd June, 1948,

Mre. Re -Lﬂbellep
1902 Boulevard. Rosemont,
Montreal, (Cuebecs

Dear Nrs. Labellea

_ It is with regret that I again refer to the loss of
your son, Pilot Officer Joseph Jean Maurice Marcel Couture, but you

will wish to know of e report received from our Missing Research and
Ffaquiry Service.

Investigating Officers of this Service have ascerte
ained that your son's aireraft crashed in a field North West of the
town of Wangleben which is eight miles douth Weet of Magdeburg. It
was believed to have been hit by night fighters. They were buried
with Military Honours in the Soldier's plot of the town cemetery each
grave being marked with a neat white cross showing the rank and name,

- Exhumation was carried out thus confirming the German identification.

The crew have since been re-interred in the Berlin
(Heerstrasse) British Military Cemetery in Berlin. Your son was laid
to rest in Plot 11, Row A, Grave No. % 3-

This is a permanent British Military Cemetery located

in Germany, and will be turned over to the Imperial War Graves (Come
migssion (of which Canada is a member), who ere responsible for the re=

verent and perpetual care of the resting places of all our Fallen. The
cemeteries will be beautified by landscaping and the planting of shrubs
and flowers, and a headstone will be erected at each grave. Unhappily,
there are great numbers of these headstones to be erected and it will

guite naturally take conslderable times. It is not necessary to write
to the Imperial War Graves Commission, as you will be contacted by them
before the stone is prepared. _ *

Vay 1 again offer you my deepest sympé&bthy in your great
logs.

Yours sincerely,

G

= - (W.R, Gumn) W/C
_ RsC,A,Fe Casual ties Officer,
FEFGB for Chief of the Air Staff.
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NAVY ARMY = AIR FORCE AR

“~ STATEMENT OF WAR SERVICE GRATUITY
J

%
YDECEASED

MEMEE\];?E) JDSeph J .M, Couture . REGISTER NO. j,/i‘jég7

CHRISTIAN NAMES) (SURNAME)
( FILE NO. 30879

PAYE Receiver General of Canada paTE 25 Apr/46
A Director of Estates SERVICE No. 985372

Ottawa, Ont. FINAL RANK OR RATING +/0

___DATE OF TERMINATION OF OVERSEAS SERVICE 21 JBD./4: | | - DATE OF DISCHARGE 21 Jan | 44
TOTAL QUALIFYING SERVICE $ ¢

NO. OF DAYS 9];3 EQUAL TO S0 COMPLETE PERIODS AT $7.50 225,00 -
0

QUALIFYING OVERSEAS SERVICE |
. oF pavs K64 LEss L& INELIGIBLE DAYs, EQUAL To 251 DAYS (@ 25C. PER DAY

SUPPLEMENT FOR OVERSEAS SERVICE

DAILY RATES AT DISCHARGE

PAY
SUBSISTENCE OR LODGING
AND PROVISION ALLOWANCE

ADDITIONAL PAY

DEPENDENTS’ ALLOWANCE 1/30 OF $

i 7:98 X'=%* 55.85
NO. OF DAYS‘B_% X$ 55.65

p. WAR SERVICE GRATUITY

E. DEDUCTIONS OVERPAYMENT OF PAY AND ALLOWANCES §
DEPENDENTS' ALLOWANCE
AND ASSIGNED PAY §

OTHE EDUCTIONS

F. TOTAL AMOUNT PAYABLE

G. YOUR PORTION OF GRATUITY IS—

DEPENDENTS’' ALLOWANCE IN ISSUE TO YOU $

TOTAL DEPENDENTS' ALLOWANCE IN ISSUE $

CERTIFICATE | CERTIFY THAT THE AMOUNT HAS BEEN CORRECTLY COMPUTED AND IS PAYABLE IN ACCORDANCE WITH
THE TERMS OF THE WAR SERVICE GRANTS ACT, 1944 AND THE REGULATIONS ISSUED THEREUNDER.
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and it may be a very long time before all districts can be
thoroughly investigatede Owing to the large number of casualties
concerned, Overseas Headquartegs have advised it is regretted that
priority cannot be given any particular case. 1 know how anxious
you must be to secure some trace of your son and I do wish to
assure you that every conceivable avenue of information is being
most thoroughly explored, in order that no possible fac®, however
small, may be overlookeds Just as soon as any word is received,

you will be advised. §

May I again extend to you and the members of your x
family by deepest sympathy in your great loss. i

Yours sincerely,

for Chief of the Air Staff. .~

R.C.A.F. Casualty Officer,
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