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From: Air Ministry
Tos 0.Ce France Detachment

Date: 8 June, 1948

Refs PA18451/44/S¢14eCSeColre

Casualty Enouiry No, 27

Reference is made to our telephone conversation (F/L Leronde = Mr
Render) on 26th May, 1948 and ® to your report Ops.8/CE,27/Air dated
22nd April, 1948, since received.

The results of exhumation of the communal grave in Auncau Cemetery
- have been noted but as stated telephonically, your suggestion that the
grave should be marked collectively for all six missing members of the

crew cannot be acepeted for the following reasonsie

(a) Flight Lieutenant Stronach, one of the two survivors, has stated that
vergeant Sharples, Warrant Officer Phillips and ¥lying Officer Emery baled
outs He has also indiecated that Flying Officer Armstrong and Flight Sergeant -
Thornhill dperighed-in-the-airereafsdly were unable to leave the aircraft,

(b) Flight Sergeant Gingras, the other survivor, has stated that in his
opinion Flight Sergeant Thornhill ' perished in the airecraft!,

(c) Effects belonging to Flying Officer Armstrong and I'light Sergeant
Dagenais and also to Flying Officer Emery were recovered from the sceeme
of the crash., ‘

(d) Exhumation has not determined the number of bodies buried at Auneau.

(e) Summarising A=D, the facts available show kkmxke that Armstrong, Dagenais
Emery and Thornhill erashed and perished with the aireraft, but that, as no
evidence has ever been received to disprove Flight Lieutenant Stronach's
statement, Sharples and Phillips must have left the aircraft before the
crash ocecurred,

You ,re therefore requested to register the communal grave in Auneau
Cemetery as follows:
J21336 F/0 Armstrong, A.T.
R189973 F/S Dagenais, JeJd¢Ge collective
J22230 F/0O Emery, Jece gra burial
1333987 F/S Thornhill, M,A, |




>

As you have confirmed there is no evidence of the burial of

R150844 Warrant Officer ® Phillips KR.J., and 1865144 Sergeant Sharple”
Jo.WWe elsewhere, these two airmen will be recorded as having no known
graves and commemoration will®k be provided for on the memorial to the
miBSiﬂgo |
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