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OTTAWA 5 c&nadag 19th Mayp 19446

MI'Q J¢C¢ O'Gonnailp
330 Rensington Avenue,
Westmount, Quebeg,

Dear ﬁr. O'Connells

It i with deep regret that I must confirm our recent
telegram informing you that yogr gson, Sergeant John Caries QiConnell
is reported migsing on Active “erviece,

. Advice has been regeived from the Royal Canadian Alr Force
Casualty !ﬁ'fiﬁer, Overseas, that your gon and the entire crew of his
aireraft ¥ailed to return te their base after tgking off to carry out
bombing operations over Louvain, Belglum, on the night of May l2th and
the early morning of May 1l3th, 1944.

The term "miseing® is used only to indicate that his where-

ebouts is not immedistely known and does not necessarily mean thaet your

son hag been killed or wounded, He may have landed in eénemy territory

and might be a Prisoner of War, Enguiries have been made through the
~International Red Crypme and all other appropriate sources and I wish

to assure you that any further information received will be communicated

to you immediately, |

Attached is s 1ist of the members of the Royal Cangdian Alr
Forgce who were in the ¢rew of the aireraft together with the Tames and
addresses of their next-ol-kin, Your son's name will not esppear on the
of ficial casualty list for five weeks, You may, however,; release 1o
the Press or Radio the faet that he is reported missing, but not dise-
closing the date, place, or his unit,
e Permit me to exvend te you my heartfelt a@ﬁathy during this
period of uncertainty and I join with you and) the members of your family
in the hope that better news will be fortheoming in the near future,

Yours sincerely,

D7

R.C.A.F, Casualty Offie
for Chief af the Alir Ste
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OTTAWA, Canada, 6th July, 1944,

Mre JoCos OF Comlﬂll,
580 Kensington Avenue,
Wes tmount, Quebec.

Dear Mr. O'Connell:

| Confirming my telegram of recent date, 1
regret to infom you that advice has been received from the
Intermational Red Cross Soclety at Geneva concemmning your son,
Sergeant John Carlos 0'Connell, previously reported missing
on Active Service.

The report §uotes German information which states
that your son host his lif'e on May 13th, 1944, but does not
contain any further particulars. The International Red Cross
Soclety is making every effort to obtain the location of your
sonls grave. However, 1 feel sure you will appreciate the
difficul ties attendant upon securing additional detailsj

Since this information originates from enemy
soureges it is necessary for the presant to consider your son
"missing believed killed" until confirmed by f{further evidence,
However, in the absonce of additional information, his death
will be presumed after a lapse of nine months {rom the date he
was reported missing.

May I assure you and tho members of your family
of my deepoest sympathy.

Yours sineerely,

LA

R.CeA.F, Casualty Offiocer,
for Chief of the Ailr Staffs
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(5«77 Oxford 8t., London, W.l.
CAN/R185380/P4/CAS/C12. |

15th. January, 1945.

Dear Mre. O'Connelil,

It is with deep regret that I nust refer to my
letter of the Znde Nowvember, 1944, regarding your brothsr,
Sergeant John Carlos 0'Connell.

Particulars received from an official source
confirm the information conveysd to vou in my above
referenced lstter.

Agtion has now besn taken to presume for of-
ficial purposes that he lost his life on the 13th.
PJEEiy, 1944!

Please accept my profound sympathy in the loss
o’ your brothare.

Yours sincerely,

A\

V4 '/ /f 3
(i s

ﬁ’,.-"
FCPPULETIT D Y

. .-J-.

v (J.8S. Harris) Wing Commander,
Zor Alir Officer Commandinge-in-Chief,
Reyal Canadian {ir Force, Overseas.

JB 2613,

P/0e R.P. O0'Connell,

6/0. R.C.4.Fe Section,
Canadian Base Postal Depot,
Englande
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OTTA"A, Canada, 12th September, 1946,

Nre JoCo O'Connell,
ool Kensington Ave.,
Wastmount, P.Q.

Dear r. O'Connell s

Confirmtion has now been received from our
Overseas lleadquarters which states tha®% your son, Pilot
Officer John Carlos O'Connell, was laid to rest in Crave No.
1, in the English Mlitary Cemetery, 'russels, ‘elgium..

Enclosged herewilth are photographs of the grave
of vour son which were forwarded %o this o'fice from our
Overseas Headquarters for onward transmission to you. Please
be assured that vhaean the permanent hesdstone is erected it
will be inscribed with your son's correct rank and nunber.

The reverent care of the burial places of all
who served in the Royal Canadien Alir lorce is the task of the
Imperial Yar Graves Commission. Bainent architects have
supervised the construction of Lesukiful cemeteries and the
gravea of all who served in Cansdian Forces will be supported
and sustained by the Pominion of Csnadae T hope that it may
he of some consolation for you to know that your gallant son's
grave is in sacred care and keeping.

May I again offer you my sincere sympathy in
your great losse

Yours sincefely,

'y
§ /,f
71/

/ / //
J-'}-'I __.'j. I,'
/1 1]/ ..
M 7

ReCoAoP o Gq{'s,éualt y Officer,
for Chief of the Alir ftalf.
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