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Dear Mrs., Agselton:

- It 4s with deepest regret that 1 must confirm
the telegram of the 1lth of August, 1944, from the
Minister of National Defence for Naval Services, in-
forming you that your husband, John Derrick Asselton,
Leading Telegraphist, Officisl MNumber V=23319, Royal
Canadian Naval Volunteer Reserve, is missing at sea.

The only information that can be given at
this time is that your husband is missing at sea when
the ship in which he was serving was lost by enemy
action, overssas. As soon as further particulars cau
be released, you will be informed.

Should you know the name of the ship in wihich
he was serving, it is requested that, for security
reasons, you will regard this information as confiden-
tial nntil such time as an officizsl announcement is made.

\

Please accept the sincere sympathy of the
Department in your anxiety.

Yours sincerely,

)

OBE TARY, FAVAL BOARD,

Mrs, Janet Shields Asselton, %b /”7

190 Notre Dame St.,
Lachine, Que,
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27 November, 1940.

From: The Director of Naval Personnel,
Naval Service Headquarders,

To s The Commanding Officer,
T PDivision, R.C.N,V.R,,
dontreal
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The enrolment of the undermentioned
ratings 1in ths Hawrgaon, R.G,NV:Rs,

".h v
1s approved: lontreal

NAME RAT ING 0.N. DATE

SPIRD, Andraw O Ve23316 ONov.
WHELAN, Rdward Jos. ’ V.dB%l? 20 & /40
WILKINEON, George . ' V.23318 20 »
AGDELTOHy Joln vayrrick © ' Vel3319 4« P
BERMAT, wilfr@& L ” Vel3320 42 "
OYD ARgus (e ¥, S '¥ﬂ23321 5
B@HROeS “Girard Wayne | “ Ved 3322 i3 "
HESLER, Geoffrey - “ T.23323 20 *

U% S

(H T. W. Grant),
Captain, R.C.N.,

Director of Né;&& ggrsonnel.
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Dear lrs. Asselton:

Further to my letter of the 15th of
Aungust, 1944, I regret to inform you that in view
of the length of time which has elapsed since your
husband, John Derrick Asselton, leading Telegraphist,
Official Number V-23319, Royal Canadian Naval
Volunteser Reserve, was reported missing from H.M.C.S,
"HEGINA", and as no newsg has since been received to
the contrary, the Canadian Naval Authorities have
now presumed his death to have occurred on the 8th
of August, 1944.

Please allow me to express sincere sympathy
with you in your bereavement on behalf of the Minister
of National Defence for Naval Services, the Chief of
the Naval Staff, and the Officers and men of the Royal
Canadian Navy, the high traditions of which your
husband has helped to maintain.

Yours si

Mrs, Janet Shields Asselton,
190 Notre Dame Street, |
LACHINE, Quebec, &







Deayr "r, Asgsselton:

Farther to my letter of the lst of June, 1945, your
letter of the 22nd of May nddressed to the Minicter of National
Defence for Naval Services has been referred direct to me for
attention, / *

It 4is unfortunate that the first press relesse covering
the sinking of H,M,0,. 8, "REGINA"Y did not give accurate informa-
tion. 'Thig press release stated thut forty minutes elapsed from
the tire the chip was torpedoed until the time the order to aban-
don ship was glven, Thig information was conveyed %o y'ur daughte r-
inelaw in n letter dnted 15 August, 19uN,

The error arose from the misinterpretation of an early
slgnal rehchhg Naval Service Heandguarters and it was later estab-

lished that the ship which rank in forty minutes wns the merchant
ship to whose aid H.M.C.S, "REGINA" was going. Actuslly, H.M.C,S,
"REGINA" was torpedoed and sank in about thirty seconds aftﬂr be-
ing hit. -

Any additionsl anxiety which has been caused by this un-
fortunate misintarpret bion of a Naval sipgnal 1s very much rewntted

It 1= undaratﬂod that the Commanding Officer of the 111—
fated ship, who was a.eurvivor, wrote o personal letter e the pext-
of-kin of casualties from: his ship and it is not known why such' a
letter was not recsived by'ynur daughter-in-law. However, 1nquirieﬁ
are being made of him in thi"*a connection, :

Yegarding your statement that several ratings were recdv-
erad, suffering from logs of memory and could not be identified,
there ware several ratings from thils hlp injured and hospitalized
baut all. Wwere 1dentified. I might add, in this connection, that 1t
is possible to estadblish the identity of personnel by ‘r’tngerprintsa.
phntagwpwha and deecriptifms on file in the Depariment, '







MEMORANDUM @
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(Neume ) . | (Rating) . (0.N.)

- It is approved for the above named ratlng
to count the undermentioned service towards The award of

Good Conduct Badges.

Peace time Naval Trainlng,
over 18 yoars of age to A4.lst
Auguast, 1959 T U G ey R R s T,

Mobilized Service since lst
September, 1959

Total Serviece towards Good Conduct

B:—Ldgeg i.-:;-;;pililqthﬂli

R Sorvico Cortificato (s), (R.C.N., RGNV,
roturncd horowith.

BY ORDER,

iS58 77
. _. . :i' .i/ 4
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T N0 Cossotto),
5 Neval Sogcrotary.

Thoe Commending Officor,
R:C .N,. Barracks,
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